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T0 OUR VOLUNTARY AGENTS,

Many of our friends assured us that, on the
¢ oving of the spring, or towards March, they
would ba able to renew their efforts for sub
scribers, with better hope of success. Msy we
remicd them of this? Has not the time nearly
come? New subscribera will just be in time
1o begin with the opening of the proceedings
ou the Lecompton bill.

THE ERA FOUR MONTHS FOR FIFTY CENTS.

We have not heretofore encouraged subscrip-
tions to the Era for less than s year, but the
s1ate of political affairs which for the next few
months promises to be of peculiar interest to
every friend of Freedom, and the hope of
greotly emlarging the Era's circle of readers,
that the people may be prepared to vote under-
standingly at the approaching fall elections, for
the men who sre to represent them in the next
Congress, induce us to offer the Era on the
fullowing terms :

Ten copies for four months, beginning March
1st, five dollars in adeance.

This will afford an opportunity to our friends
to give the Era s wide circulation, and also
enable those subscribers who have been com-
pelled to discontinue their subscriptions on
account of the “hard times,” to continue at &
small advasce of money. ]

We accompany this offer with the expreasion
of our earnest hope that, where it is practica-
ble, subscriptions will be sent in for a year.

Peasoxar. Coxtsovemsiks,—During the
week, the letter-writers have been able to en-
liven lbnrwtupudmnﬁmhd’m
eral controversies.

!(rpcgw‘lnllou, Clerk of the last House, and Mr.
Clay, member of the present, had some words
st Brown’s Hotel, came to blows, exchanged
cards, met at Bladensburg, shot at each other
once, and, Mr, Cullom being wounded severely
in the arm, both were satisfied. Both tho,
and their seconds have committed a peniten-
tiary offence, according to the laws of the Dis-
trict. So rans the report. We do not vouch
for it.

Col. Sumuer, feeling himself aggrieved by
soxmethiog that had transpired in his intercourse
with General Harvey, sent him s challenge. It
is stated that the General declined on account
of eonsiderations connected with his rank, and
laid the correspondence before the War Depart-
ment. Both kave since left the city, but one,
it is smid, has gone to the North, the other, to
the South.

Lieutenant Rhind, of the navy, challenged
Commodoro Boutwell, and, receiving a refusal,
posted him as a coward ; whereupon he wae
arrested, and held to bail to keep the peace.

Lientenants Williams and Bell had a fight
st Willard's, were separated; = challenge
paased, and was not accepted ; further we know
not.

Beiside these interesting events, there have
been several pugilistic exhibitions.

One might suppose that the President, in the
present belligerent state of things, might have
the Mormon rebellion suppressed by contract.
He would find any number of bidders.

=R SETEES

TUESDAY IN CONGRESS.

In the Senate, the resolutions of the Legisla-
tare of Tennessee, instructing Senator Bell to
vote for the Lecompton Constitution, were pre-
an elcquent speech in defence of his coarse in
the Benate. His colleague, Senator Johnson,
replied to him at somo length. Mr, Bell claim-
ed to know as much of the sentiments of the
People of his State, as did the men who passed
the reeolation instructing him how to vote, and
he snnounced his purpose to disregard those
instructions. It was a bold and spirited apeech.

In the House, the consideration of Mr. Hoard's
resclution was postponed till Wedneaday, and
the Indian sppropriation bill was taken up, the
House resolving itself into the Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union. Mr. Morris,
of lilinois, an Anti-Lecompton Democrat, made
an excellent speech against the Lecompton
movement, and exposed its eminently disastrous
coneequences to the Democratic party.

POST OFFICE ROBBERY.

The case of the young man, who was arrested
in this city a few weeks for the robbery of let-
ters in the City Poset Office, in which he was
employed as a clerk, is quite suggestive.

He belongs, it is eaid, to a highly-respectable
family in Virginia, where, we suppose, he might
have lived creditably to himself and his parenta,
had he been trained to a respectable trade or
profession. His clerkship bere exposed him to
seductive associations; he became a frequenter
of the gambling hells upon the Avenue, a gen-
tlemsn of fashion and extravagance. Sucha
life required more money than he could earn ;
but meney he must have. Piles of letters lay
before him, and he had learned to distinguish
those of value. He laid hands from time to
time on such as he pleased, purloined the con-
tents, and, afier he had veotured so far as he
thought prudent, resigned, trasting that he had
escaped all danger of detection. Bat, the pur-
suers were ou his track—he was suddenly ar-
rested, the crime was fastened upon him, and
be confessed his guilt,

What followed? He was held to bail in the
sum of $6,000, and is now st large. Nobody
supposes that he will ever appear for trial. His
bail will be forfeited in all probability, and we
doubt whether any vigorous measures will be
taken to collect the money on his bail bond.
Meantime, the robbery goes unpunished—and
those who have been robbed must make up
thier minds to no redress. The Government, in
its administration of the Post Office, is practi-
cally lenient to rogues, and reckless of the in-
terests of honest men. Our own loes by this
robbery we have slready ascertained to be over
four hundred dollars, but, should the $5,000
amount of bail forfeited, be collected, we shall
not be & whit better off ; nobody who has lost
by the robbery will receive a cent of it. The
whole amount, we suppose, will go to the Gov-
ernment. The Government lets criminal
off, makes money by the operation, and the only
loser is the citizen who has trusted his interests
to ita keeping. During our career as an editor,
ws have lost, by post office robberies, that is,
through the criminality of persons employed by
the Federal Government, some thousands of
dollars ; in many cases, the robbers bave been

THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MEN.

As an editor, in the habit of psing consider-
able freedom of epeech, we shall bardly be eus-
pected of a willingness to concede s single right
of the Press. Public men are public property;
their scts and words are legitimate subjects of
comment and criticism. The Press can do
much to increase or diminish their influence—
much to strengthen or weaken their pesition in
the confidence of the People. It overlocks at
times its own power in these respects. It may
pot consider how much mischief may be done
by & hasty report, a thoughtless imputation, an
uncorrected error.

When a hostile press assails a statesman, no-
body is surprised—we are on our guard, and
are quick to detect the prejudice or party feel-
ing which dictates and colors the attack. Baut,
when & man is wounded in the house of his
friends, the impression goes abroad that an of-
fence which ean constrain Friendship to strike
the blow, must be indeed a grievous one.

The truth is, Human Natore is apt to be in-
tolerant, and Human Natore has a good deal
to do with the issues of the Press. Is it not
true, also, that the masses of the People are
more ready to believe evil than good of their
pablic men? It may be, because they have
been eo ofien deceived, or because they have
been trained in the doctrine of total depravity :
bat, whatever the cause, confidence is a plant
of slow growth, and, when grown, so frail, as
to be easily blighted.

The Republican Press, especially that of
New York, seems to watch the conduct of Re-
publican leaders in Copgress with a jealousy so
extreme as almost to exclude a generous confi-
dence. It does not always await full and ac-
thentic reports of their doings, bat should
their words or votes, as announced hurriedly by
the telegrapb, seem not exactly right, it is
quite possible that the next morning's leader
may be & serious discourse on their lamentably
wrong position. Men who are engaged in a
great struggle for a great object, ought to be a
little forbearing towards one ancther—wsatch
over each other for good—tolerate opinions not
at war with the Idea that combines them for a
single purpose—overlook eccentricities of move-
ment not incompatible with the achievement of
this purpose—beware of exalting every point of
difference into a question of overshadowing im-
portance, raising issues calculated to divide and
embarrass.

We had occasion, more than a year ago, to
vindicate Mr. Hale against a severe, an unjustifi-
able assault, made by & Republican paper in
New York, the editor of which now is better
prepared to do justice to the devotion which
that Senator has uniformly manifested to the
rights of mankind, since he took his position
on the Texas question in 1845. Gerrit Smith
refused when in Congress to join in a struggle
of endurance agsainst s measure pressed by a
majority,and the insufficient reasons heassigned
for it, were made the subject of extended and
severe comment by Republican papers, carried
to such an extent ms to raise doubt in some
minds of his Anti-Slavery fidelity. What an
absordity! It was proper to dissent from his
conduct, and expose the insufficiency of the
plea on which it was justified, but why pursue
him ag if he had committed a grave error?

A short time ago, a miserable story about
woney lent to Mr. Banks, told in such a wayas
to convey the impression that his action while
8peaker in regard to the Tariff had been infla.
enced by it, was published in a New York Re-
publican paper, which previously had shown no
particular good will to that gentleman, There
was not & particle of truth in it, as was subsge-
quently shown, a=d it ought never to have ap-
peared in a Republican paper.

_And now, the next, mag aqgailodhd~ Willing
Fost of New York have elaborate articles
upon bim, to eay nothing of shorter paragraphs,
which, without any such intention on their
part, are impressing some minds with the ides
that he has either fallen, or is about falling,
like Daniel Webster. If we did not know him
to be just what he has always heen since he
stood out from his Party in New York, as Gov-
ernor of that State, stating and virdicating, in
kis correspondence with the Governor of Vir.
ginia, the Principles on which the Anti Slavery
movement rests ; to stand just jwhere he has
always stood since that time, a supporter of those
principles—we should infer from the newspaper
comments upon him, that he had at last aposta
tized and done work meet to be praised by the
Pro-Slavery Party. One saya he has rencunced
allegiance to the Republican Party; apother,
that he announces that the battle between Free.
dom and Slavery is over ; another, that he is in
favor of a permanent augmentation of the stand.
ing army; another, that he has given up
Kansas, and so on. To show the effect of this
newspaper criticism, we quote the following :

“ William H. Seward, through bis able de-
fences of Freedom and the belief in his faith-
fulness to the rights of the freemen of Kaneas,
was elected Senator; and for no other reason
obtained the true Democratic votes of Naw
York, and without which he could not have
been elected. My determination is, as far as
my study of sixty years will enable me, with
devoted watchfulness to promote the liberty of
my country and troe Democratic principles,
but I advocated and supported him, notwith-
standing his profusion in the spplication of
public money by his votes ; but W, H. Seward,
having fulalr in bis devotion to the freedom of
Kansas, thereby the perpetuity of our liberties,
can never again obtain my support, nor that, I
will venture to say, of the Siate tha' sen( him.
If [ were in our State Senate, I ehould advo-
cate to instruct him to vote against the in-

crease of the army, as we have enough already,
if the bayonets against Freedom were with
drawn from Eansas. Webster, through- hie
ambition, was slain; W. H. Seward for, what
I will not now say. As the honor of Massa-
chusetts was tarnished b’wn"'i" Webster, so
is that of New York . H. , men

of {Innil&) equalled nts in their several
Biates. Woe to men of great talents with
greater vices. A Democrat,

“P. B.—To the National Era.”

Now, if our friend coald have had something
beside the telegraphic reports and newspaper
discourses to judge from, he would not have
been so hasty. Had he been in possession of
the files of the Congressional Globe, contain-
ing an authentic report of all that Mr, Seward
bas said aod donme aboat the army bill, he
would not have written the foregoing commu-
nication.

We rarely in the Era signalize or praise in-
dividuals, whatever may be our opinion of
them. Panegyric is not to our taste, nor shall
we indulge in it now. Bat, it is sheer folly to
eappose that Mr. Seward has changed his char-
scter, his purposes, or his policy. He is just
as true to the canse of Freedom to-day, as he
bas ever been. He does not advocate a per-
manent increase of the standing army. He
has not said that the battle between Freedom
and Slavery is over. He has not renounced
allegiance to the Republican Party. He has
not given up to Kansas,

We assert all this, after having read the de-
bates and proceedings of the Senate, and we
doubt not every Senator knows that the state-
ment is true. He holds that it is the duty of the
Chief Executive to maintain the Federal au-
thority in Utah by suppressing rebellion. S,
do we. He bolds that the force ought to be so
large ss to show the Mormons that there is no
hope of successfal resistance, whereby blood-

shed might be prevented. So do we. He
bolds that to secure such & force it is necessary
to raise additional regiments, either volunieers

b

or regulare, which, howevey, be insists 1, ast be
discharged at the end of two years, or.st the
termination of the difficulyy. Here w: , differ
from bim, snd so do many of the Rep blican
Benators who are opposed tc soy inct pse of
the army whatsoever. We agree wit them
heartily. Bat, we ask the reader, ) st is
there in this difference of opinion, to m ke W.
H. fieward a traitor to the caase of Fi edom,
whie our fidelity pssses upnquestioned # It ia

80 much consequence by the Prees, thy, under
its towering magnitade all the services snder-
ed by Mr, Seward to the cause of Froe%{m are
to be dwarfed into insignifigance. ;

As to his renunciation of allegiance fo the
Republican Party, it amoynts to just i 3: As
a statesman, as & Senator from New J ik, in
determining how he shall discharge hir faties,
he recognises his allegiance to God : 3d his
country, not to any party. And we say 'hat is
right. If he did not so act, he would ot de-
serve to be called a Repuhlican. -

What he said about the battle being suded,
referred to the great struggle for equni brium
in the Senate. That he yegarded as Iready
fought. The free States already have a” nsjor-
ity of two in that body. RBring in Kan 4s and
Minnesota, even forcing the infernal Lscomp-
ton frand through Congreas, and still t} | equi-
librium is not restored—the free Stal” have
yet the majority. But, whatever dispoai!‘bn the
Admiristration may be able to make of the
Lecompton Constitotion, Kansas is in( Titably
free. Buch we understand to be his p sition.
All this, however, he regards not as th Dbattle
of Freedom, but as prelimingry and sube linate.

We need hardly say, that we write fi* m our
own prompting alone, It is not well to mpair
the influence of men true to the great iy erests
of Freedom, and with large powers to p pmote
them. As to Mr. Seward's theory of j jlitics,
or asystem of policy, as it pffects the ﬁ.‘ ancial
affairs of the nation, we do not believ,~in it.
Ouar theory, we presume, iy precisely th . oppo-
site, g0 that we shall not be accused of agy bias
in our attempt to correct the misappreh, jsions
of seme in regard to his position. 3
In relation specially to the new reg ments
demanded for the Utah rebellion, we wo_}d not
vote & man to aid the Administration,” If it
will do its duty, it can relieve Colonel Jol 1son's
command without any action by Congrs 8. If
it fail to do it, and American soldiers t (I vic-
tims to Mormon fanaticism, their blood | upon
the head of James Buchansen | Look at { 2 tab-
ular official statement of the armyin Ka_pas—
2,500 men! What business have they ,here?
What right has James Buchanan to keg them
there? If Colonel Johnson is in danger; whose
fault is it? The fault of James Buc anan,
who sent him out too late in the seast ), and
would not spare him troops enough, Sving
need of Federal bayonets to force upon ti & free
men of Kansas a hateful Constitation. Two
thousand scldiers despatched from Kai ias at
the earliest opening of the season wouls fully
relieve Colonel Johnson, and give him ,mple
forca for all purposes. But,no! the Pr, jident
must needs dragoon American citizens i Kan-
sas into obedience to his will, and 8o asl . Con-
gress to furnish him additional troops 1 : send
to Utah, Nota head should he have ¥ our
vote; but should evil come to the a: 1y in
Utah, from its weakness, he would g-serve
impeachment. }

~
CLERKSHIPS IN WASHINGTON.

With every new Congress, adventarers warm
here in quest of clerkships. What ther is in
a Government clerkship so attractive, w , can-
not understand, unless it be little wo) 8 and
sure pay. As a general rule, no bra] s are
needed—ncthing bat & talerably fair p!j jman-
gix hours. For 't’l;'ue high attributes, . man
may receive ten or fifteen hundred ¢ llare,
This is eomething for a lazy man, witha t am-
bition ; but what an oeccupation for or who
has any thought beyond the animal. %

We presume every member of Cong ees is
beset with applicants from the “ruril dis-
tricta"—his precious constituents have’ jever-
endiog claims upon him. Let bat a p fitical
aesociatior be started here, and if there s any
petty pay office attached to it, every n ;mber
has his special candidate, whose claims sre at
least equal to anyhody’a.

People wonder sometimes that so m ny of
the Standing Committees in Congress hould
need clerks. Itis not always the Com pittee
that needs a clerk, but the constituent o friend
of a member that needs s clerkship =~ The
wants of the Public Bervice are sometin 8 de-
termined by the demands of Private Int, rest.
Not long since, & member from the W st in-
troduced a bill proposing to equalize th  Fed-
eral patronage in relation to clerknhipa," )y Ap:
portioning it accordiug to the Federal repre-
sentation among the several States. Tk s, In-
digna should be entitled to furnish cle s for
the bureaus in Washingtcn, according ¥o her
Federal population, and so the other jiates.
The great object was, to give all the Sty es an
equal share. So every year, each Dems cratic
representative (supposing the Adminiy ration

‘to be Democratic) was to carry to the W, jhing-

ton market so many of his dear constity’ nts in
hia troif to be initiated in the sublime nyste-
rieg of Government clerking ; and, wher a dis-
trict chanced to send au opposition m mber,
then we suppose the orthodox were to i hoose
th® requisite number from smong the { ithful,
and send them obv. -
The general proposition met with fay v, we
balieve, and, if we mistake pot, it was ry erred.
It will ba observed that the business_sf the
Government is regarded simply as & ms ter of
patronage. The trifling considerations ¢ econ-
omy, fitness, and efficiency, are left jut of
sight, ?
Now, to pareats in the Siates who | sons
to dispose of, we would say, keep them at’ jome,
ard give them an honest trade or profq“;m, in
which they can earn an independent jving,
prodace something of value, and develo;, what
powers God has given them. Washingt'nisa
poor place for a young man of entegpriy , just
starting in life. In any of the States or- Terri-
tories, you have a wider aud safer fisld f; - your
energies than you can find here. What v you
want with a clerkship ? It may yield 3 n ten
or fifieen hundred & year—what else} You
have nd chance of rising. A clerkship is not
the road to political preferment, nor ¢'a you
calcalate on permanent employmeut. Every
change of Administration is full of peril p you,
80 that you can have no settled plans oj fife.
Nor can you find fall and'satisfactory vploy
ment for soul and body. In the disch rge of
your daties, you act as a machine; at {'te end
of your six hours' task, you have neiths . ideas
nor & taste for them, and, in your vac jity of
mind, and longing for excitement, shoy d you
escape the g.millg table or dmnhl'd" ﬂlmﬂ,
give special thanks to your Maker for g . extra-
ordinary deliverance, %
Holding your appointment as a m. jter of
party favor, thai may at sny moment I with-
drawn. The merchant employs you ecause
he needs you, because you can render * je ser-
vice he requires. You are independs {—you
give value for value—the tie between you is
that, not of patronage, but intereat. Y.'n may
hold what opinions you please, and & vocate
them too, provided you do faithfaily w ‘at you
have agreed to do. Bat, & clerk under t_p Gov-

ernment, you are a dependant—not N
mmml:udfornw“k,:[:gdc

| freedom.

thig minor matter which has been exaly, 1 into | cases to think exactly as your superiors, but if

the Government needs you, but on the strength
of influences growing out of Party. Yousres
dependant, and es such have l1ost a part of your
Eyes are walching you to see what
you read, ears, listening to hear what you say,
tongues, ready to bear testimony against your
loyalty to the Party. We have known clerks—
poor ‘ellows—who, anxious to see the Erg, did
not dare to have it known that they were sub-
scribers! You may not be required in all

you think differently, no matter how vital the
subject, no matter thoagh it involve the high-
est moral considerations, you must guppress
your thoughts, and, whils free men are taking
sides, where ta be passive may be a crime, you
are compelled to be passive. You must saerifice
your manhood or your bread.

Let the People keep their sons at home.
Washington is no place for young men of tal-
ent and energy, unless they come here in the
diecharge of the duties of the honorable and
productive callings to which they have been
dedicated.

THE BEGIRNING.

The supporters of the Lecompton Constitn:
tion, backed by Executive influence, are deter-
mined and reckless. The business in which
they are engaged requires despatch, and they
are not to be restrained by the ordinary rules
of fair play or parliamentary law. Thée Com-
mittee on the resolution of Mr. Harris, enjoin-
ing a fall ingniry into the circumstances at-
tending the formation and adoption of Calhoun’s
Constitution, ought to have been 8o constituted
as to be able to carry out faithfully the will of
the House ; but Mr, Orr, the Speaker, gave the
msjorily to those members opposed to a full
investigation—in other words, assumed the re-
sponsisility of defeating the express will of the
House. He might, with as much propriety, in-
terpose & diret veto upon its vote, and refuse to
form any committee at all,

The Committee of Inquiry has done nothing,
and, we presume, will do nothing ; for a msjor-
ity of its members, under the lead of Mr. Ste-
phens of Georgia, has thus far arrested every
preject of the minority for a fair examination.
The scheme is, to have tke bill reported by Mr.
Green in the Senate, hurried through that body,
sent to the House, and put through there, by
such appliances as carried the Kansas-Nebraska
bill, without the slightest reference to anything
that may be done by the Committee of In-
quiry.

The same rude and recklers disregard of ap-
pearances characterizes the Lecomptornites in
the Senate. It was the understanding that the
Committee on Territories should report on the
subject last Monday, Mr. Douglas, the Chair-
man, having been delayed in the performance
of his duties, by severe domestic affliction. Bat,
the msajority of the committee reconsidered the
matter, determined to hasten their report,and no-
tified Judge Douglas Wednesday of last week
that they would bring it in the next morning. A
correspondent of the Tribune says—* The whole
scheme was concocted with some adroitness,
and included in its programme a one-sided
statement from Caihoun, which has not even
yet been geen by the minority.” Mr. Douglas,
ot to be forestalled, as seemed to be the pur-
pose of the majority, set to work at once, and,
by writing till three o'clock Thursday morning,
got his report ready, while Messrs. Collamer and
Wade, who had received no notification of the
change of time, were ready, nevertheless, and
all the reporis came in at once. So the major-
ity made nothing by their indecent haste,

We cannot fiud room for these documents.
The report of the majority cccupies a whole
page of the Washington Union, and is a dall
Heaume | f what we have heard tha lass o

LT auvYUCwes ul Liscow pton. That
of Judge Dounglas occupies more than a page
the New York Tribune, is wrilten with his
characteristic force and clearness, but the ma-
terial points will doubtless be reproduoced in the
speech which he propeees to make when the
discussion shall have begun, and which we shall
lay before our readers. The report of Messrs.
Collamer and Wade is concise, and to the
point, reaching the same practical conclusion as
that of Judge Douglas, although by a some:
what different route.

The report of Green, or the majority of the
Committee, ventures no opinion as to the power
of the People to alter their Constitution imme-
diately afler the admission of Kaneas as a State,
and the bill reported provides fer its admission
under the Lecompton Constitution, without
any qualificaticn. It is given oul, however, on
“the highest authority,” that, when the subject
ghall come up, an amendment will be offered
from the Admicistration side, expresaly declar-
ing that “ nothing in the Lecompton Constitu-
ticn shall be construed or held to interfere with
the right of the People to alter, amend, or mod-
ify, it at pleasure.” On this amendment and
on the €ff:ct of Mr. Calhoun’s aunouncement
that he intends to govern himself by the depo-
sitions of the Judges of Election at the Dela-
aware Crossing—a pledge which, it is hoped,
will satisfy some Dovglas Democrats that the
Free State Party is to have the majority of the
Legislature if Kansas be admitted—the Ad-
ministration probably relies for securiog the
passage of the bill.

The debate, it is supposed, will open this
week : when it shall close, will depend pretty
much on the convenience of the Opposition par-
ty in the Senate.

STATEMERT BY MR. CALHOUN.

The statement by Mr. Calboun concerning
the election in Kansas, published a few days
since in the Union, we reprint in the Era, with
certain explanatory comments by the Infelli-
gencer. We suppose that it is designed, in pagt,
to win over to the Administration the more
credulous and less determined members of the
Douglas section, and aleo to allay the growing
disgust in the Democratic Party at the North.
Oune thing should be carefully noticed: Mr.
Calhoun makes not the slightest allusion io
the election of State officers. Whether that
election turns upon the number of votes at the
Delaware Crossing precinct, or upon other re-
turns which he, as the sole judge, reserves for
his own consideration, he does not inform us.
His statement bears upon the party complex-
ion of the Legislature alone., He received
and opered a return, which he says he be-
lieved to be a true one, giving 349 votes at the
Delaware Crossing precinct for the “ Demo-
cratic ticket,” as he styles it, and this secared
s “Democratic” (Pro-8lavery) msjority on
joint ballot in the Legislature. But the judges
of the election at that precinet have sworn
that only forty-three votes were given there.
If this be true, the Free State Party has the
majority in the Legislature. The neceaeary
papers, proviog it to be true, were forwarded to
Washington, and now Mr. Calhoun says :

“1f the judges of electior precinct
furnish to llle.g::l 5Bf0rm!dn0.':v‘.hg¢nvu be-
fore leaving Kansas, a reliable and sworn
statement that but forty-three voles were polled
there, I should make myself a party to the frand
if I declined to be governed by the oaths of the
judges.”

He adds, sabsequently :

“1 have written to Governor Denver to pro-
cure the aworn statements of the judges of this
coniroverted precinct, ard to bave them taken

under such circumstances as will secure a
and unbiased ezhibition of facts. By the .."2.'.:

9
Mmu,lopmcnmd,{nhanb.mi.
giving the cert:ficates of election to the mem-

bers of the Legisiatore from Leaveawcrth |
counsy.” I

Umvler crdinary circumstances, such pledges
mad¢ by 8 man, who had not been so prominent
sod i;2tive in & movement every stage of which
has I:sen marked by fraud or trickery, would
be acvepted as unequivocal. But the opponents
of thy s movement bave no faith in Mr. Calhoun.
“Th? Judges of the elcction,” he says— will
he reuire the depositions of all three? Oune
of th:m esnnot be found—he has disappeared;
the Ghers may have left before his missive to
Govicnor Denver shall reach Kansas, “ Under
such: sircumstances as will secure a Jree and
unbiised eéxhibition of facts” —but of these
ciret/nstances, who is to be the judge? Gov.
Denisr may be satisfied, but Mr. Calhoun is
still ; 18 sole judge. Why will not the deposi-
tiond of the Judges, as already taken, and an.
then ,cated by Governor Denver, suffice? For
one, 'vhen the certificates shall have been is-
sued ;o a Free State majority, then, and only
then shall we be eatisfied,

LYNCH LAW IN EENTUCKY.

Wi. bave just received a letter from John G.
Fee, >f Madison county, Kentucky, dated the
12th vst., giving an account of a gross act of
violence committed on himself and a colporteur,
Mr. lones, not long since, by a mob of armed
men.. Mr. Fee, while preaching, was dragged
from the pulpit, he and his companion, Mr.
Jont:i, were carried about two miles away, Mr.
Jonu waa stripped, and beaten, and threats were
used to force from Mr. Fee a pledge never to
retura to that neighborhood. He refused to
Rive .any such pledge, bravely maintained his
righi; to preach the gospel wherever he pleased,
and they were at last set at liberty. Both are
citizins of the State, native-born Kentuckians.
The whole account we shall give in our next.

POLITICAL SUMMARY.

T_ e people of Col.PO_;'s district, met a few
dayt since, at Craytonville, 8. C., and passed
resoiations endorsing his course in Congress,
and expressing regret at his determination to
retife from public life at the end of the pres-
ent Uongress.

The Democrats of the Jowa Legislature, in
canvus, bave passed the following resolations.
They are a substitute for the Republican res-
olutions which have passed the Iowa Legisla-
ture

“ Resolved by the General Assembly of the
Stazs of lowa, That we regard the refusal of
the {.ecompton Convention to sabmit the Con-
atitition framed by them to the people of Kan-
eas i3 unwise and unfortunate for the of
thats Territory, and we hereby declare that
eve 7 Conatitution of a new State, unless oth-
erwde declared by the people themselves,
ougit to be submitted to the bona fide electors
oﬂf tuch Territory, for their approval or rejec:

on,

“ Resolved, That our8enators in Congressare
beruby instructed, and our Representatives in
that" body requested, to vote against the admis-
sior, of Kansas into the Union under the Le-
compton Conetitution, unless said Constitution
shall receive a majority of all the votes cast
for tnd agsinst it, after a full and free submis-
gior of said Constitution to the people of said
Ter=itory.

‘" Resolved, That we rely upon the enlightened

telotism and sagacious statesmanship of the

rekident of the United States, to administer
the (Government in conformity with these prin-
ciples. |

“ Resolped, That the Becretary of Btate be re-
quetted to forward a copy of these resolutions
to ench of our Senators and Representatives in
Cnt_gmx;'”

hat will Senator Jones say to such resolu-
Jiory, written and approved unanimously by the
Deyocrats of the Iowa Legislature?

The Providence Post, a strong advocate of
mmlw ib, lﬂl.& upon &mmm& g
infeom the country who are the successful can-
didites elected on the 4th of January. The
Fos, believes that nothing short of fraud—
just such fraud as that exposed by Walker in
Johnson and McGee counties—can secure a
con rmation of the election of the Pro Slavery
can -idates, and insists “that the people should
be 1 ssured by Mr. Calhoun himself that such a
fraud is not to be countenanced.”

K any of the Lecompton presses are calling
upoa John Calhoun to decide upon the elec-
tion"returns in his hands, and issue certificates
to tiye Free State or Pro-Slavery claimants, A
corigspondent of the Si. Louis Republican
BaYyA:

“The returns of the election had to be made
to Ceneral Calboun, and he invited the Presi.
deny of the Council and the Spesker of the
Hoize of Representatives to be present at the
opeiiing of the returns. The attended, and
t.lh:k;‘_’tpuhlished the success oi, the Free State
tick'=t,

s3en, C. published nothing, but v
thoe, claiming to be his friends published (he
eleodion of the Democratic ticket, and ever
sincy we have had it first one way and then
the ther, without hearing anything from Gen,
Callioun; and he has left for Washington,
witlput making the result public,

“All this is eeized upon by designing men of
the f'ree State party, and paraded about as evi-
den:s of trickery and fraud, and many of the
Denyocrats are dissatisfied, and think the matter
oug it to have been made public,

 onest men of all parties want a fair game
playgd, and don't like too much secrecy and
mysery about political matters. I very much
rege:t that the General did not publish the re-
sultefore he left, as the omission will Ppreju-
dice-pim and ns.”

A great anti-Lecompton demonstration was
m‘i;"; in New York, last Thursday evening. A
grea crowd repaired to the Chinese Assembly
Roo.us, and the Hon. George Bancroft took the
chai, The following-named gentlemen were,
witlf their consent, made Vice Presidents:
Geosge Douglass; William F. Havemegyer ;
Joh#i Emeu; Edward C, West; James A. Mo-
Masyirs, editor of the Freeman's Journal; A.
C. Fiagg; Oliver De Forest Grant; George B.
De sorest; Emanuel G. Massaras, editor of
Cowder des Etals Unis; William Harny;
Malcolm Grabam; J, Ottenderfer, editor of
the taats Zeitung; Asron R. Thompson;
Hugt McCutcheon ; Robert G. Dunn,

Beuretaries—A. M. Pell, George B. Batler,
Will.sm Gale, jr.

M, Bancroft made a short opening address,
and vx-Secretary Stanton followed in a long
and ible speech, one hundred thousand copies
of which have been published, and are already
in th% hands of the people of the country. The
meefing adopted a strong set of resolutions,
condimnatory of the Lecompton Constitution,
We {opy two of the resolutions, which may
intesyst certain gentlemen this way:

“ That our best thanks are due to
T mnl, of Illinois, and the major-
ity of the House of Representatives, ial-
ly incloding the true-hearted John B. kin,
g ko conmtey the hope of & oreaih o

ve:| country a in-
s:.u-;ntmn of all affairs relating to the Le-
mma. Constitution, and the frauds connected

o That the immediate ta-
ti of this city of New York, Horace F.
c::’.;. John Coe.‘rue John Kelley, William
B. Ksclay, Daniel E. Sickles, and Elijah Ward,
are fiereby requested to oppose the Lecompton
%'ﬁ?w' 88 requi?;l :E.tho n&m;:ciplw

4 sovereignty, Ci ati
forat, by the instructions of President Bachanan
to Gavernor Walker, by the authorized prom-
ises »f Governor Walker to the
sas,0y the fufdamental principle of Demac-
racy, and by the desire of the great majority
of te voters of this city.”

A case of election fraud occurred in Atchison
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of the Territorial Legislature, to fill a vacancy
cansed by the resignation of the originalincum-
bent. A Demccrat, named Badger, was re-
turned as elected. On investigation, it was as-
certained that his majority over Elli_ott, Free
Soil, was entirely made up of & spuricus vote
returced as having been cast at & place called
Port William. When the polls closed there,
it was found that the ninety-nine votes cast,
mostly by Misscurisns and minors, were still
insufficient to elect Badger, so forty-three spu-
rions votes were added. All these facts having
been proven bafore the legislative commiu?a,
Badger was ejected from the seat, and Ellict
declared the lawful incombent.

The N. Y. Freeman's Journal, a Catholic
and Democatic journal, is very severe upon the
Administration for its course upon Kansas. It
says:

“What is the practical difference between
the ‘ Royal Prerogative’ claimed by the weak
and tyrannical Stuarts, and the Executive in-
fluence so impudently flaunted in our faces by
the advocates of the fraudulent Constitation of
the Lecomptonitee? The only difference is,
that this ‘ Executive influence’ is viler in its
s el P orogl- e ke
than the * al Pr ve’ w
the euc:mionyof free men. We have been told,
day by day, by the servants and the seekers of
the Government pelf, that some ten millions of
dollars of ‘patronage’ are to be employed in
buying the votes or the absence of a sufficient
number of the representatives of the people, to
secure the passage of an act deadly to the in-
terests of the country and to the fundamental
principles of our institutions.”

The Hon. T. S. Anderson is an American
member of Congress from Missouri. He goes
with the Administraticn in Kansas matters, and
is loudly condemned by his constituents for bis
conduct. Nearly all the Missouri American
prinis are out upon him. The Lagrange Amer
ican, published in the honorable member’s
district, says :

“ We know not of a single American in'this
district that endorees or approves of the Le-
compton swindle. If there are any, we desire
them to make themselves known through our
columns—they are open to them for the dies-
cussion of the question. As for ourself, we are
ready to discuss the question in all its bear-

in

ﬁr. Anderson has not been ‘:uthaorized lg
8 for the American in this Btate, an
ol;:::it it in favor of ‘;‘?yymnnicll Locofoco
Administration. We disclaim anything of the
kind, and ask it as a favor of the Washington
American, that it will copy thie article entire,
and set the American party of Missouri right
before the country, on this question.”

The Hon. Mr. Lovejoy. of Illinois, delivered
an able Anti-Slavery speech in the House, last
week, He was listened to with much atten-
tion, not omly by Republicans, but by the
Sounthern members of the House.

WASHINGTON ITEMS.

The eelect committoﬁf fifteen, to whom waa
referred the President’s late message and ac-
companying documents, held their second meet-
ing on Wednesday last, when Mr. Morrill, of
Vermont, submitted the following resolution :

* Resolved, That, in order to comply with the
order of the House under which this committee
was organized, which required that we should
inquire into all the facts connected with the
formation of the said Lecompton Constitution,
and the laws under which the same was origin-
ated, and also whether the same is acceptable
and satiafactory to a majority of the legal voters
of Kansas, the chairman be authorized to have
summoned to aspur before the committee the
following-named persons, viz: Gov. Robert J.
Walker, Gen. John Calboun, Hon. F. P, Btan-
ton, and John D. Henderson, to testify to all
such facts as they have knowledge of, and to
produce all such documents, papers, votes, and
returns, as have any relation to the election
of delegates to the Lecompton Constitutional
Convention, or to any election subsequently
mura o ure LeTTIiory Nausas,

The vote upon the resolution was postponed
for one week. Mr. Adrain submitted a resolu-
tion directing an inquiry into the recent censua
of Kansas, which was tebled. Another, investi-
gating the apportionment of delegates to the
Lecompton Convention, was carried. Anoth-
er, inquiring into the legality of the election of
the said delegates, was tabled, with two others
directing an examination into the elections
held under the Lecompten Convention, and the
number of votes caat for and against. Bo the
investigation ordered by the House has so far

been stifled.

Senator Pugh, of (Eo, writes to the New
York Herald the subjoined letter:

Sir: In the letter of your Washington corres.
pondent, published yesterday, I find this par-

h:
‘qa’lehe Democratic members of the Ohio Lnii-
islature have written to Senator Pugh, with-
drawing all instructions as to how he shall vote
on the Kansaa question.”

Jastice to the Democratic members of the
Ohio Legislature, as well as to myself, requires
that I should contradict the statement here
made. I have not received any letter “ with-
drawing” the instructions to which your corres-
pondent refers,

My own opinion is, that Kausas ought to
be admitted immediately upon the Lecompton
Constituation, with a declaration of the right of
amendment, as therein prescribed, at any time.
The bill which I introduced on the 4th of Jan-
vary was to that effect.

Very reapectfully, yoor obedient servant,

@G. E. Puan.

The Richmond inauguration of Crawford’s
statue of Washington, on Monday, was attend-
ed by a large concourse of people from all
parts of the Union. Sanator Huanter delivered
an eloquent and able oration upon the occasion.,

The last Eoglish news is of some importance.
The Leviathan is aflat at last. In Parlia-
ment, Mr. Roebuck had made a severe attack
upon Louia Napoleon, which was replied to by
Lord Palmerston.

The Democrats in the Lsgislatare of Ohio
propose to enact a set of “Black Laws" only
second the Illinois code. They impose a heavy
fine upon every colored man who comes into
Ohio, and still farther upon every person
who employe such immigrants. Isthis code a
specimen of the Demoeracy of Ohio 7

An immense Anti-Lecompton meeting was
held in Columbue, Ohio, on the 20th instant.
Resolutions were unanimously passed, endors-
ing Cox and Douglas.

Dr. Foote, editor of the Baffalo Commercial
Advertiser, died in that city last Satarday.

Judge Kane, of Pennaylvania, died on Sun-
day evening last, at his Philadelphis residence,

#a¥ The Pacific Hotel, at 8t. Louis, burned
to the ground on Saturday last. Several per.
lommbumdtodulh,mdnﬂauinjuud.

A new ment of the States of the Mex-
ican blic taken place, under the new
Constitation. There are now 25
embracing 854,662 i
and haviog anaggre, lation of 7,853,395,
Thouninlcspihlwnn
693,000 inhaaitants. mivi
of Mexice, '.'l.ooot.of":
laxara, 49,000 to

ds, ke. The northera tier of
anmglol-:;uu&l‘ i
square milea, 825,000 people, a little over
tvohthosqumnﬂn’.

It appears t bills
the Virginia Hocie
$8,864,400 is asked for works
provement ; besides
and Kesnawha Com

: internal im-
which, the James River

m&mmﬂy,'hul special elec-
jonwas held for & member of the lower house

£l
i
E

from the payment
owes the monwealth,

KANSAS NEWS.

Tue proceedings of the Investigating Com-
mission at Lawrence continue to attract much
attention.

“ On the 4th instant, two of the judges of the

ain appeared before the commissioners, and
aﬁﬁedpt.ht the returns fourd in the famous
box, purporting to have been made out by
them, are a forgery. The certificates to these
returns are genuine, but are attached to three
hundred and seventy-nive nsmes instead of
forty-three, which the judges have shown to be
the whole vote polled at the election held on

the genuine list is now represented as the two
hundred and forty-first. On the genuine poll-
book there was one column of namee, whereas
on the spurious returns there are two columns,
sod the figures are on the opposite side of the
names to which they were on the original. The

judges cut off from the genuine returns and
upon them. Diefendorf, the brother-in-
w of Calhoun, testified before the commis-
sioners that these returns were handed to him
by Hendersou in precisely this shape. The
census-takers appointed by the Legislature
return fhirty-three legal voters at Delaware
Croasing, and fourteen of these are Free State
voters.

* Complaint was made on the 3d instant, be-
fore Judge Miller, by Joseph L. Spear, Esq.,
of Lawrence, and Dr. J. W. Robinson, of Man-
hattan, against John Calhoun, as the basis of &
requisition from Gov. Denver to Mr. Buchanan
for the immediate return of Mr, Caihoun to this
Territory. Gov. Denver refused to sign the re-
quisiticn. He said it would be better to have
these taken before the grand jury, and if it
waas then decided that Mr. Calhoun had chang-
ed the returns sent to him, or put in fraudulent
ones, he would then sign a requisition upon the
President for the accused. The Free Siate men
claim that they can prove Mr. Calhoun guilty
of changing returns and making out fraudulent
ones. Warrants have been issued for Hender-
son, McLean, and others, who have escaped
from the Territory.”

The frauds at Kickapoo are also being fully
devel We copy from the States the
following, as amongat the most recent testimony
in ion to that precinet :

“Mr. Ewing, a son of the Hon. Thomas L.
Ewing, of Ohio, has testified before the inveati-
gating commissioners, at Lawrence, that he
was at Kickapoo during the day of the election,
and remained there nntil the polls were declar-
ed closed ; that he voted at that time with the
express pu of being able to detect the
frauds, should any further ones be attempted ;
and that but {wo other voles were received after
he voted. The returns now show that 443
names were registered after Mr. Ewivg voted.
Of the 552 who voted in advance of him, ser-
eral voled as many as siz times under different
names ; but these did not make enough 10 car-
ry the county without adding nearly half a
thousand, and then it required 336 fraudulent
votes at Delaware Crossing to give a majority
for the Pro Slavery candidates.

‘ Mr. Currier, Chief Clerk of the House of
Representatives, corroborates the statement of
Mr. Ewing in regsrd to several persons voting
several times in succession at Kickapoo, and of
Mr. Ewing, with himsell, having voted just be-
fore the polls were closed ; and yet upwards of
four bundred names appear on the returns afier
these gentlemen’s names are recorded.”

“ Bat the Delaware Crossing returns (says
the Kansas Herald) seemed the most important,
as on these depended the whole question.
Counting all the other frauds as legal, the re-
turns from this district (provided those which
have been sent in since the counting were not
included) changed the entire result in both
branches of the Legislature, as well as the en-
tire Btate ticket. Hejecting these retur: s, then
Leavenworth county would elect her eight Free
Siate Representatives and live Senators. The
evidence of #wo of the judges of the election
established that but forty-three votes were polled
st the election on the 4th ultimo; but here
was the document itself, which, with Calhoun,
was prima facie evidence that all was fair at
that poll. Au examination of it showed where
the ca:ltiﬁuta to the returns was (‘:int off, ap-
parently with a pair of scissors, and upwards
of three hundred names werar:.’ddad in a dif-
Jerent handwriting, to which the cerlificat> was

in & With the disclosurca which

now public in regard to those returns,
even Calhoun dare not take them into cousider-
ation in making up his final decision.”

The Constitutional Convention bill passed
both branches of the Legislature, February 5.
The elcction is to be held on the second Tues-
day in March, and the Convention will meet at
Minneola.

The subjoined official ezpose of the Oxford
fraud is published in the Kansas Journals.

Lawrexce, February 8, 1858,

The undersigned was appointed by the Ter-
ritorial Legislature one of the commissioners
to take the census of all the white male inhab-
itants over twenty-one years of age in the
townships of Oxford and Shawnee, in the county
of Johnsen, and, having discharged that duty,
has repor ed to the Governor as follows :

Whole number of inhabitants over twenty-
one years of age in Oxiord, 42 ; of which only
fourteen dated their residence prior to April 5,
1857.

Whole number of inhabitants over twenty-
one years of age in Shawnee, 115; of which
only fony-aight date their residence prior to
April 5, 1857.

The vote returned from Oxford township at
the January election was about 750,

The vote returned from Bhawnee township
at the January election was 894,

Cuarnes Mavo, Commissioner,

The Topeka Legislature assembled on the
18th inst., when concurrent resclutions were
introduced, setting forth that, as the President
advocates the passage through Congresa of the
Lecompton Constitution, Gov. Robinson be
requested to correspond with the Governors of
States friendly to the people’s Government in
Kaneas, soliciting aid in case it should be ne-
cessary to resist such encroachments upon the
principles of Republicanism.

The election at Atchison county on the Sth,
for & member of the Council, to fill the vacancy
occasioned by the resignation of Carr, Dem-
ocratic Congressman, resulted in the choice of
Challiss (Democrat) over Wheeler (Free State)
by 250 msjority. On the 4th of January, the
same county gave over 100 Free State major-
lt"]'.'Iu Kickapoo correspondent of the St. Lou-
is Republican says that on the night of the 6th,
a party, headed by Charles Lenhard, burnt the
office of Mr. Boyd, lawyer, and Mr, Davis, phy-
sician, and destroyed all their property. Messrs.
Boyd, Davis, Kelly, Laughlin, Lynch, ard
many others, had fled to Missouri. Much ex-
citement existed.

The committee of investigation into the
election frauds had discharged Diefendorf,
Report says that Governor Denver has issued
& requisition upon the Governors of three
Btates for the person of Henderson,

The Legislature adjourned on the 13th.
Governor Denver had failed to approve of the
Constitutional Convention bill.

Parties arrived from there say that men
were moving about in the vicinity of Fort Scott,
but no fights were reported,

The N. Y. Herald's special Kansas corres’
“ The .I.’zﬂhr

ery party, who, by the way,
o 08 mekcaonioden Aot T Tt ool e
selves the ie party, are very much
sonoyed at this exhuming of the returns from
under & wood-pile. Some of them * pitch into’

McLean pretty strongly. Y. ay, while

tnnllinglhmghlh.nzun ,Ifall‘{;,ma

ten miles from here, with & number of the rank

and file of the Pro-Slavery party; they were

greatly incensed and excited at what

ed the action of their leading men; they were
recent

leave the though there is no other
hmpvﬂ'whichtbeymldw
liste.”

Governor Denver has approved of the act in-

corporating the Minneola Town Company,

election at the Delaware Crossing precinct |

the 4th of January., The forty-first name on

names are fictitious, with the certificate of the |

8t. Louis, Feb. 18 —The Kickapso corpes.
ndent of the Republican reports thas 4 DArLy

| led by Charles Leukart, had burned i offines
| of Lawyer Boyd and Dr. Davis, at th place
who, with others, bad fled w Missoyr .’
Diffendorff had been discharged by the oo
mittee of investigation. 1 "'

The Legislature has adjourne,

The Constitational Convention bill h4q ...
been approved by the Governor, i

Armed bodies were reported in the -
| of Fort Scott, but there had beey pg fizhtine
i St Louis, Feb. 19.—The Kanaas ¢ orresnand
| ent of the Democrat eays that the Topekg | .,

islature reassembled on the 10th, (ypogrn..
resolutions were introduced, setiing for), thai
| as the President advocates the passage thyra, 1
| Congress of the Lecompton Constitutisg, (.-

Ro i be requested 10 correspond wirh the
Governors of the States friendly to t1he people
Government in Kansas, and soliciting 40 .
case it should be necessary to rasisy wyeh
| croachments upon the principles of e
| canism,
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AFFAIRS IN EANSAS

Lawrxce, Feb. 10, 1855
To the Editor of the National Era :

I scarcely expacted, last week, when | Wrots
you, that anything would #0 soon gceys 5z
make it justifiable for me to trouble you with
another letter.

Bat the news of the Lecompton Consti
having reached Congress in due form, and the
| President’s message urging that the pespls o
Kansas be at once admitted into the Union
under that instrument, as the best mode of

tling the Kansas question, has caused 5 gpiy

of feeling amougst all classes of men, which hyg
not hitheérto existed. AU with one voics unhey
itatingly declare that, if we are admitted ypd.r
that instrument, it being officered by the Prg
Slavery men, those unscrupulons sspirants will
at once be elevated to a higher positioy
they have sought.

The people protest against being admit
under the odious thing, even with the power 1
kill it at once; bat, if that power be taken fom
us, the next best thing seems to be to kill |
men who have conspired against our liberties.

The President thinks * it will give peacs!"
that ‘“the soldiery can then be withdrawn from
Kansas,” and “ we cansettleourdifficalties incar
our own way." Well,if the United States forces
are withdrawn, we can settle our difficultins iy
our own way; and that way will be a very
mary one.

There has been, and still is, a conservativa
wing in the Free State party; but the ides of
B conservative element always presupposes thyt
there is something worth conserving, Lot (he
Administration beware, lest all that is worth
laboring to save be taken from us. The people
of Kansas have borne long and much: by here-
tofore lber have not been desperate. Hope has
not entirely gone out. If this last great anchor
be torn from us, and we let go all else, therg
will still remain the nobla epirit that could de.
fiantly cry in the ears of the British King,
“ Give me liberty, or give me death!”

Under ordinary circumstances, the people of
Kausas would not feel themeelves justified in
disturbing the peace and quiet of the Territory,
from the simple fact that men who did not fuir.
ly represent the msjority of the people are
placed at the head of the Government ; but the
circumstances in which we should be placed,
were we lo be admitted under the Lecompton
Constitution, would be most extraordinary,

Firat, we bad no voice in framing the Congti.
tution ; gecond, we are not permitted to approve
urdiusgpmve of the imstrument, when it wss
claimed to have been submitted ; third, by aur
own unaided efforts, (except so far as the Secre
tary asaisted us, and which we fally appreciate,)
we procured the paseage of & law whereby we
were permilted to express our dissent from
not ounly the provisions of the instrument. bu:
from everything connected with it, from its in-
cipieney to its final consummation,

Our dissent was expressed by an overwhelm-
ing majority.

Fourthly and lastly, lest our vote sgainst the
Oonstitution should uot be heeded by Congress,
we elected the State officers and members of
the Legislature, with but a portion of cur
strength. Certificates were refuged us, and we
have instituted an investigating committes,
whp are now in posaesgion of facts that would
salisly any court on earth that our claim to the
government is beyond & question,

_The men claiming the right to govern us, by
virtue of certificates which it is nnderstood wil
be issued to them by John Calhoun, are no
men simply without character, but they are
guilty of crimes which justly exclude them
from all decent society, and they have conse
quently fled the Territory, are fugitives from
justice, and have become the companions and
confidants of their allies in Washington, They
are guilty of frauds, forgeries, and perjuries, so
palpable, and conspiracies so vile, as to redeem
the damned. There is not & man in the Terri-
tory that pretends to justify or apologize for
them in the least. Sheriff Jones said to M+ Lean,
when he applied to him a3 to what he should
do, “ Take the straightest road to Missouri.”
When he (McLean) applied to Colonel Young,
of Lecompton, asking what he should do after
the discovery of the returns under the wood.
pile, the Colonel said, * Go and tell the court
you swore to & G--d-d——d lie.” McLean, it
18 said, plead for the Colonel’s counsel, but the
only reply was as above,
he ultra men in Kansas will seize upon this
effort of the President to force it into the Union
under the Lecompton Constitution as a maui-
fest disregard of the popular will,

The sdvocates of the Kansas Nebrasks bill
claimed that the people should be left perfectly
free to manage their affairs in their own was.
But if the President’s Kansas policy, as under
stood here, is a correct exposition of the doc-
trine of “ non-intervention,” then I have only
to say that the people here are opposed to noi-
intervention.

While the people of Kansas were generally
opposed to the repeal of the Missouri Compro-
mise, they would still be satisfied with the pro-
visions of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, if fairly
carried out. But a measure which never se-
cured the assent of their judgment can never
win their confidence by attemptiog to carry it
into effect by force, by fraud, and by violence.

1 am still, however, not without hope. As |
¢aid 10 you in my last, it does seem that whes
all the recent developments reach Con gress in
due form, they will produce the same effect
there that they have in Kansas.

. On Friday of this week, the Territorial Leg-
islatare will close ita seesion. The Topeka
Legislature was to have reassembled to-day.
One of its prominent membera is writing 1o
the room with me, and I have just asked him
if they had a quorum together. He replies,
“Upon my word, I had not before thought of
the matter.” How many others have forgotien
that this was the day for their resssembling, |
am not able to say. E. Heatu.
P.8.—A bill has paesed the Legislature,
providing tor a Constitutional Convention. Del-
egates to be elected on the second Tuesday in
March. Session in April, and election of ofii-
cers in May, I believe. The Convention will
be composed of one hundred members.

On Saturday of this week, a maas Convention
will be held in this place. The Territory is
very generally represented by members of the
several islatures. A very great deal of io-
terest will be felt with reference to the charsc-
ter of the delegates elected to the Constitutious!
Convention.

Thie will be the third effort made to frame
s Constitution that shall prove acceptable to
the people. Some are in favor of readopting
the Lopeka Constitution. I do not think this
will meet with general favor, Should the
measure be carried, it will be by the ssme
means that are resorted to to push certain Ad:
ministration measures through Congress. Po-
sition, salary, and pride, are the capital stock
in the Topeka movement. Theﬁﬂr’ul&l“-’“
will prob:zley send on a messenger with the
principal facts which the investigating commit-
tee have developed. Probably Mr. Adams, or
Mzr. Ewing, will be that messeoger. Mr. Ewing,
80 long s the Free State party refused to g0
into the elections, refused to have any partici-
pancy wth them; and, sccordingly, he wss
unknown in Kansas until recently. He is, how-
ever, one of the most able, ¢fficient, snd liberal
young men. The element of a strong party
are here. They are mingling together, and it
will be difficult to again separate them. Rely
upon it, it will be a party of Freedom. A
large portion of the Free State party here have
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